
Reverend Francis Wollaston (b. 23 November 1731, London d. 31 October 

1815) 

FRS from 1769. Educated privately and at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, 

where he graduated LL.B. 1754.  Admitted to Lincoln's Inn in 1750, but never 

entered the bar, apparently on the grounds of not liking the use of selective 

evidence to prove his case. Instead he entered the clergy, but again fell foul of 

certain strong characters and sought a quiet life in Chislehurst, Kent. Ordained 

deacon in 1754 and priest in 1755. Rector of Dengie, Essex, 1758. Rector and 

Vicar of East Dereham, Norfolk, 1761 to 1769. Rector of Chislehurst, Kent 1769 

to 1815. 
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